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REFLECTIONS ON THE ‘INDEPENDENCE’ OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION:
WHAT IT IS FOR AND HOW TO COMPREHEND IT

Yuichi MURAKAMI *

1 Ph.D. (Law) Project Lecturer, The University of Tokyo, Graduate School of Public Policy
(E-mail: yuichimurakami@06.alumni.u-tokyo.ac.jp)

This study examines reasons why governmental organizations engaged in public administration (PA) need to be inde-
pendent and shows that ‘independence’ can be categorized as independence from (1) other departments in government,
(2) politics (e.g. partisanship), and (3) those subject to its activities. It is argued that treating PA in terms of its resources
(treasures (i.e. finances), authority, organizations and nodality (i.e. information)) is meaningful for evaluating the true ex-
tent of independence. Analysis of PA in Japan identifies goals for future study, such as more sophisticated methods for
quantitative evaluation and further investigation of ‘independence’ and institutional design to build public trust in PA.

Key Words: independence, government agency, government organization, evaluation, autonomy,
(political) neutrality, trust, delegation, partisanship, nodality.
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