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MEDIA REPRESENTATIONS AND GOVERNANCE OF CCS: FRAMINGS AND
POLICY IMPLICATIONS OF JAPANESE NEWSPAPERS’ COVERAGE

Shinichiro ASAYAMA 'and Atsushi ISHIT”

'Ph.D. JSPS Research Fellow, Center for Northeast Asian Studies, Tohoku University
(E-mail:asayama@cneas.tohoku.ac.jp)
2M.A. (Economics) Associate Professor, Center for Northeast Asian Studies, Tohoku University
(E-mail:ishii@cneas.tohoku.ac.jp)

Carbon capture and storage (CCS) has attracted increasing attention as a key option to climate change mitigation.
However, there are controversies over the technological and political risks of technology development of CCS. This
paper analyzed the framings of CCS in Japanese newspapers and argued policy implications of media discourses on
CCS governance. Our analysis shows that the Japanese newspapers framed CCS as a promising technology for large
CO2 emissions reduction and were very optimistic towards its development/deployment while they discursively
neglected the problems such as leakage risk of stored COz and “carbon lock-in”. As policy implication, we can argue
that Japanese media discourses function to legitimize the technocratic governance of Japanese CCS policymaking.
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