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ASSESSMENT OF THE LEARNING ENERGY EFFICIENCY NETWORK IN
GERMANY: IMPLICATIONS FOR JAPAN

Osamu KIMURA'

'M.A. (Arts and Sciences) Researcher, Central Research Institute of Electric Power Industry, Socio-economic
Research Center (E-mail: o-kimura@criepi.denken.or.jp)

The article focuses on a German program to improve energy efficiency, called Learning Energy Efficiency
Network (LEEN). A network of LEEN is joined by 10 to 15 firms in a region, which collectively commit an energy
conservation target. Since the introduction of LEEN into Germany in 2002, the number of networks of LEEN in
Germany has been increasing. Today there are about 50 active networks in German. They are reducing energy
consumption of participant companies by about 2 to 2.5 % on annual average. The paper analyses the effectiveness of
LEEN to remove barriers to energy efficiency, and derives implications for Japanese energy efficiency policy.
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