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AN ANALYSIS OF THE POLITICAL PROCESS OF RADIOACTIVE WASTE
MANAGEMENT IN UK: FOCUSING ON THE PUBLIC DELIBERATION

Yusuke KUMAKOSHI ' and Shunsaku KOMATSUZAKI®

B.Eng., Department of Civil Engineering, The University of Tokyo
(E-mail: kumakoshi-y@ip.civil.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp)
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(E-mail: komatsuzaki@civil.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp)

After an attempt of the United Kingdom to site a disposal facility for radioactive waste met with a failure in 1997,
they adapted a new siting process with Public Deliberation, in which they were again unsuccessful faced with the
opposition of a candidate municipality. The validity of Public Deliberation, however, is indicated by some case-studies.
In order to examine the role of Public Deliberation in the case of the UK, causality analyses were conducted. As a result,
influential factors in the political process have been identified, such as the lack of participation in the deliberation
activities of the substantial decision makers, and the incoherence of the policies concerning the project from a moral
viewpoint. It is also shown that, due to these factors, the deliberations could not contribute deep understanding to people.

Key Words. Radioactive waste management, public deliberation, public acceptance, political process,
The United Kingdom
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