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THE ROLE OF LOCAL COUNCILLORS IN THE AGE OF DECENTRALIZATION:
THE CASE OF POLICY IMPLEMENTATION ON ‘ABANDONED HOUSES’

Yuichi MURAKAMI '

! Ph.D. (Law). Associate Professor, Hokkaido University Public Policy School and School of Law
(E-mail: yuichim@juris.hokudai.ac.jp)

This paper considers the expected role of local councillors in the age of decentralization by investigating decentralized policy
implementations against ‘abandoned houses’ in Japan, which local governments are given some discretion in deciding how to
deal with. This paper reviews what central and local governments have done until today, and sketches a broad picture of the
‘abandoned house’ problem. It sheds light on the policy agendas that were set and the issues discussed in an experimental
policy dialog among local councillors, which the author attended. The study asserts the following: (1) the conventional ‘au-
tonomous rule-making’ role of local councillors turns, in part, into an ‘autonomous administration’ role in collaboration with
the local government bureaucracy; (2) the councillors can contribute to the reconciliation of administrative sectionalism in
policies where a comprehensive approach is needed (‘government control’ role); and (3) their ‘inhabitant representation’ role
stands out because such policies require fact-finding in residents’ everyday life, agenda-setting in councils, and its policy

problem-structuring.

Key Words. local councillor, autonomous rule-making, local government control, inhabitant representation,

abandoned house

104



