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PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION AND STRUCTURING FOR REGIONAL TRANSPORT PLANNING:
CASE STUDY OF STRATEGIC TRANSPORT PLAN IN THE KANTO REGION

Hironori KATO, Hideski SHIROY SMA and Y oshinori NAKAGAWA

This paper aimsto propose apractica methodology of problem identification and structuring for regiond trangport
policy. The strategic regiona transport planning of the Kanto Region is used as the case study. Ten stakeholders are
sected including centra/locd governments and trangport operators. Then the interview-based discussions are
conducted with them. The cognitive maps of stakeholders are integrated into the structure of trangport problemsin
the region. After the main factors and drivers of the problems are abstracted from the maps, the problematic issues
are andyzed based on the problem sructure. Findly, the differences of problem perceptions and interests among
gakeholders and their politica reationship are discussed.

Key Words: problemidentification, problemstructuring, regional trangport policy, case study,
Kanto region, transdisciplinary approach
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