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Technology assessment (TA), the concept of which was introduced in the late 1960s, revealed the aspect of total
system management in Japan. While private sectors expected public sectors to undertake the exercise by reason that
stakes at issue are beyond the scope of business world, the government rationalized and legitimized by this concept
forecasting and evaluating exercises on a per-project basis. By examining the processes in which TA concepts have
been differently interpreted and adopted by different actors like industries, ministries and Diet members and these
have been metamorphosed without expression of the essential function of TA, this article follows the methodological
transitions from system management to evaluation and foresight and their political contexts.
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