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HOW TO DESIGN THE SOCIAL DECISION MAKING PROCESS FOR INTRODUCTION
OF RENEWABLE ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES - A CASE OF WIND POWER SITING -

Kenshi BABA " and Naoto TAGASHIRA’

Ph.D. (Policy and Planning Science), Research Scientist, Socio-Economic Research Center, Central Research Insti-
tute of Electric Power Industry (E-mail:baba@criepi.denken.or.jp)
2ph.D. (Engineering), Research Engineer, Socio-Economic Research Center, Central Research Institute of Electric
Power Industry (E-mail:tagasira@criepi.denken.or.jp)

This paper examines how to design the social decision making process for introduction of renewable energy tech-
nologies by analyzing nationwide environmental disputes over wind power siting and regulations of local govern-
ments and by analyzing the public’s attitudes in host communities. Main findings are summarized as follows. First, an
intervention of local governments to a process is significant, and “clapping on” environmental regulations are dif-
fused among local governments. Second, the silent majority “observer” accounts for around 40% in a decision mak-
ing process. Some of them might oppose technology introduction if local environment conservation is not addressed.
Therefore, agenda setting and other factors giving consideration to such people is critical.

Key Words: local government, environmental regulations, policy diffusion, environmental ethics, consen-

sus building
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