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A METAGOVERNOR’S ROLE AND ITS LIMITS
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‘Public-private collaborations’ or ‘governance networks’ have been found indispensable in public policies such as
those for introducing and diffusing new advanced technology. In particular, in recent years, policy managers have
been required to make efforts with regard to the ‘governance of governance’ or metagovernance’. Comparing with
Sgrensen and Torfing’s recent work on effective and democratic ‘metagovernance’, this paper researches the R&D
policy on fuel cell vehicles (FCVs) in Japan observing how the stakeholders recognize the policy and its feasibility, to
find evidence on the conventional theory and to modify it. Furthermore, this paper aims to examine what a
‘metagovernor’ has to do to attain a certain policy goal, and to analyze endogenous and/or exogenous factors (such as
the difficulty in distributing resources appropriately to competing technologies, the vulnerability of the research flow
to political tides and personnel reshuffles, etc.) that should be taken into consideration in the policy processes for
introducing and diffusing brand-new technology. We conclude that the ‘metagovernor’ is only a component of the
plural ‘metagovernance network’, which imposes on him the abovementioned limits.

Key Words: public-private collaboration for public management, governance network, metagovernor,
introduction and diffusion policy of brand-new technology, fuel cell vehicle (FCV)
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