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This paper reviews the history of regional transportation system and analyzes its impact on local society in
Yamanashi Prefecture, Japan. The history of regional network development is categorized into the three periods:
before Meiji-era, Meiji-era to the World War Il (WW 11), and after the WW II. Yamanashi has suffered from poor
accessibility because it is landlocked. However, a number of access roads have been developed since ancient times
whereas the river transportation was also established in Edo-era. Then, rail network was constructed in Meiji-era
while highways connecting with Tokyo were developed after the WW 1l. Then, the relationship between regional
transportation system and social factors including national/local politics, policy, and industry are discussed.
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