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THE COORDINATION ROLES OF EXTENSION OFFICERS WITHIN JAPANESE
AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITIES
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This research examined the coordination role of extension officers in Japanese agricultural communities. Using a
survey conducted on 319 extension officers, this study found that (1) coordinate activities such as creating social
networks in extension works solves problems, (2) their positive affect is mainly predicted by the harmonious
relationships in the responsible communities, (3) extension officers with the ability to encourage and direct farmers
are positively evaluated as “role models,” and (4) elder extension officers with relational skills have positive impacts
on younger extension officers. The implications of the role and skills of extension officers in Japanese agricultural

societies are discussed.

Key Words: Extension officers, agricultural community, coordination, social network
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